BMP/OMP: CLIMATOLOGY (GR 4603)

ONLINE INSTRUCTOR: Christa R. Haney

DVD LECTURE INSTRUCTOR: Christa R. Haney

COURSE CONTACT: All course emails/postings must be through myCourses.
MyCourses is updated daily so that a record of all course correspondence is maintained.

OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS:
¢ ALL technical issues (access denied, server down, etc.) — Tracy Cr,
TCraven@aoce.msstate.edu

 Registration, change of address, DVD problems, general inquiries etc.
Bailey: JBailey@aoce.msstate.edu

e Degree evaluations, degree requirements — Mary Ann

Dean: Mary@geosci.msstate.edu

o Admission issues — Lisa Carraway: LCarraway@aoce.msstate
e MSU Bookstore: (662) 325-2247

 MSU Registrar: (662) 325-2022

¢ Dept. of Geosciences fax: (662) 325-9423
o If there is an important contact missing from this list, please
directory at www.msstate.edu or email me

TEXTBOOK INFORMATION:

1] The Climate of the Earth by Paul E
ISBN#: 0-86598-119-1

(Best to order through MSU Books
2] The Atmosphere 11w Ed, by L4 entice Hall Publishers. ISBN
10#: 0-321-58733-2
***Please note that this is

COURSE OBJE

tralia and New

o North and South regions

ASSESS TS:
To access all course assignments, click the "Assessments" icon within the menu
on the left part of the main course homepage. You are encouraged to work ahead
in this class but please remember that all assessments are graded only on their
due date and not before.

There are 3 types of assessments in this class:



1] Quizzes (12 in total)
Each quarter is divided into three units (a unit roughly corresponds to a week). You will
have a reading (see “Learning Modules” for weekly readings and topics) and a lecture
each week. After completing the required reading and lecture, you will take a quiz
(under “Assessments”). Quizzes are not timed and can be opened as many times as
you like. You can print them, complete your answers on paper and then log back into
myCourses to submit your answers. You may do anything you want with the quizzes
provided they are submitted online by the deadline listed under “Learning Modules”.
NOTE: | drop the lowest quiz grade so if you miss a quiz, you can use this as your
dropped quiz.

2] Quarter Homework Exercises and corresponding Quart
Timed Tests (4 total)

may be asked a question such as:

Which of the following BEST describes the Dfc

A] rainforest

B] tropical savanna

C] boreal forest

D] ice cap

All Quarter Homework Exercises Modules” while all TIMED

TESTS are under “Assessments”.

It is extremely important tQi 60-minute time limit on the
: NOT log into the homework TIMED

a quarterly homework TEST

xam and a final exam. You typically have 5-7 days during

ou can open an exam one time only and will have 65 minutes
plete the exam. The exam dates are listed under “Learning
ates’. Again, no extensions will be given. Official medical,
umentation must be provided to the instructor in order to be given
te exam access. If you log into an Exam without submitting it
within one hour of logging in, you will receive a zero for that test. Also, points will
be deducted for any question(s) answered after the 65 minute deadline.

****Due dates can be found within myCourses under ‘Learning Modules'. It is
important to understand that all deadlines are firm —and you are responsible for
meeting them. Any missed assignment will be assigned a grade of zero. Students
will only be permitted late access to an assignment in the case of documented



medical, military, personal, legal etc. excuse. The burden of proof and
documentation is on the student. Please do not ask me to make exceptions to
this policy.

TEST RESULTS & GRADES:
Test results and grades for quizzes, homework exercise test and exams will be available
after each due date. Once the test results are released by the instructor, you will go to
"My Grades" to see your grade. (This is on the menu to the left of your screen) If you’
like to view your graded quiz etc. to see what question(s) you answered incorrectly,
you'll need to click on “Assessments”. Rather than clicking on the assiganment itself,

downward-pointing arrow). When the action link expands, click the com
Submission”. This will bring you to a new page. On this new page, click “

CALCULATING FINAL GRADES:

Average of 11 highest quiz scores = 10% of your fin
grade)

Average quarterly exercise test score = 30% of
Average exam score = 60% of your final grade
Viewed individually, a single quiz counts
is worth 7.5%, and each of the exams
Here is a quick way to calculate your
(1) Add the 11 highest quizzes, di
(2) Add the 4 quarterly exercise sc
(3) Multiply your midterm score by 0.
(4) Multiply your final ex
(5) The sum of the pro your final grade on a scale of 100
Letter grades for t i the following scale: A (89.5%+), B
(79.5%-89.49%), C

n exit myCourses and re-enter to finish your
oblems occur during a TIMED assignment (Quarter
t log out of myCourses and re-enter. Keep in mind that if you

r 4 minutes, you are allowed to exceed the time limit by those
. However, as soon as you've completed that timed

ntact myself, or our technology coordinator (Tracy Craven)
ent the problem. Be sure to make note of any error messages
we will need this info to diagnose your computer problem. Tracy’s
email | aoce.msstate.edu.

If you should have severe computer problems, you may need to find an alternate
computer to finish any timed assignments by the deadline. Students have used
computers at work, public library, friend’s house etc. in order to meet deadlines and not
fall behind.



ACADEMIC HONESTY
You are required to read (and will be held accountable to) the standards set out in
Mississippi State University's Policies and Procedures for Academic Honesty. Both the
Departments of Continuing Education and Geosciences expect our students to maintain
high standards of excellence and academic integrity. All students must follow MSU'’s
Honor Code which reads: "As a Mississippi State University student | will conduct
myself with honor and integrity at all times. | will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will |
accept the actions of those who do." If you have evidence of cheating in this class,
you are obligated to report it to the instructor.

Student conduct which does not meet our standards of academic hon
of MSU’s Honor Code and is described in the Academic Operating
Procedures (AOP) section 12.07. This policy is available online at

your rights as a student). The Departments of Geosciences and
shall follow these procedures in instances of Academic Dishong

QUIZZES - open book. You are encouraged to discuss con
with each other and with the instructor, but your final answer
HOMEWORK EXERCISES - open book. Use an
complete the homework exercises. You may wi
essays to homework questions must be in you
EXERCISE TESTS - refer only to your co

means that you must refer to your ho 5 on the
timed test. No timed homework ex

EXAMS (Midterm and E . ny and all available resources to
complete the examin; in thi However, remember that since

these are timed exa i i aterial can potentially take significant

d, save, print or otherwise possess either
authorized to do so by the Instructor.

e are civil to each other at all times. Upper-case words or
n marks and/or exclamation points, and other e-quivalents of
nacceptable. We do not belittle our peers, the instructor, the

y - that is to say, via email and after careful thought. The instructor reserves
the right to ignore offensive e-mail and to remove inflammatory postings from the bulletin
board without further explanation. Repeat offenders may have access to bulletin
board/email revoked and risk possible dismissal from the program.

Discussion Board (Classroom): This is your classroom, and as such it is the proper
venue for questions that are of interest and/or benefit to the class as a whole. Because



of the volume of questions and answers, the Discussion Board is split into sections
(a/k/a “topics”). Everyone is required to check the Discussion Board at least once each
week, and everyone must read all messages in the Instructor Postings “Required
Reading” section. You will be held responsible for knowing the contents of these
required messages.

The “Student Questions” section is for all inquiries related to course material, upcoming
quizzes etc. Examples of proper bulletin board use include requests for guidance on
how to interpret a question or find references to specific course content (including
guestions on current homework and on upcoming quizzes) etc. Please remember,
though, that the time to ask questions is before a quiz or quarterly exercise test is d
not after the deadline. | have large test banks in this class, and in many, cases the o
of questions on my end is not the same as on your end. | ask that y
the specific question you're referring to and that you give me you
This will expedite the process of my answering your questions.
Mail (Office Hours): Think of an e-mail message as a private conversation
instructor during office hours. This is where to ask questions primarily appllca
personally, or which you prefer not to ask in open class E mail is @

but venture far beyond the level at which the class is studyi
Chat Room: This is the Internet equivalent of a student lo
are scattered worldwide, thus making synchronous communi
not use chat rooms to deliver information from the i
rooms are for student use only. If a group want i g course
content or to discuss topics of mutual interest, i Nt tooI to use.

The GDLP faculty and staff will not be invol i

ADDITIONAL COURS :
Policy regarding late/g ecause all assessments are open for

iti ‘ ’ is class. As stated above, you may
work ahead but not t will be marked with a grade of zero
unless there are ex i S which can be documented: military

student for asking what you consider to be a
ave several questions during each week, | ask
pgestions for email. Only post questions that will benefit
will contribute to a positive learning environment. Whining and

ING IN THIS COURSE:

1] Plal ster and work ahead. Distance learning is a fabulous way to learn —
but only if you are able to manage your time and work well outside the ‘normal’ structure
of a classroom. One of the many benefits of distance learning is that you have the
flexibility to view your lecture and attend class at your convenience. However, many
students do not manage their time appropriately and rush through their assignments. It
is critical that you manage your time and work ahead of schedule. (Most assignments
are available for 3 weeks so that is plenty of time to budget) This will leave you time to



ask questions, think about the material and study. In general, the students who earn the
highest grades are those that are skilled at working ahead and budgeting their time.

2] Learn your way around myCourses. This class will likely be different from your other
classes. Play around and navigate through the course in myCourses. See what is
under “Learning Modules” etc. Be sure to know what resources are at your disposal.
3] Participate in class. Ask questions about the material as your learn it. There is no
such thing as a ‘stupid’ question. | always assume that if one student requires
clarification on a concept, then there are likely others.

4] Print out and review the Lecture Outlines ahead of time. They can be found under
“Learning Modules”. These are not lecture transcripts but they will help you to keep
organized and accurate notes.

5] Your goal should be to learn the material. Strive for understandin
grades. | write many ‘application’ questions on the exams so don't just
notes. To excel in this class, you need to understand important concepts
apply them.

6] To perform well on your exams, systematic study is preferable to cramming.
to review your notes each week and be sure that you understand
taught. Ask questions along the way if you need clarification on
Don’t wait until the night before your exam to review your note

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
| always accommodate students with speci
link to MSU's students with disabilities
with on-campus students, you are res
Support Services to document yo
document any of a number of dis e website above. If you

f the semester so that

would print off a paper copy of this quiz
required text readings and viewed lecture 1.
course will be listed under ‘Assessments’.

, Quiz 1’, then click ‘Begin Assessment’. Your quiz will
ow so you'll need to make sure you do NOT have a pop-up
ch question, click the circle next to the answer you wish to
swer” button beneath each question. After all questions have

our quiz along with the rest of the class on the due date.
miss an assignment deadline as you will receive a zero on this
assignment.

DROP THIS CLASS:
If you decide to drop this class, please visit the course homepage for instructions. The
bottom right-hand link contains instructions/procedures on how to drop a class. Please



remember that the earlier you drop, the greater chance you have of getting a refund.

\9

Lastly, I look forward to working with you this semester.

Climatologically yours,

Christa Haney






